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1700s 1800s 1900s 1950s 1980s 1990s 2000s 2010s

Early Anishinaabe 
Settlement at 
base of 5-mile 
rapid

1818 - Adam Scott 
selects area for 
settlement because 
of abundance of 
lumber

1825 - First influx on 
Irish settlers

1891 - Canadian GE 
establishes offices 
in Peterborough

1890s - Quaker 
also establishes 
offices

1890s 
Electrification leads 
to streetlights 
downtown + 
emergence of 
streetcars network

1900s - Row 
houses are being 
built to house GE 
workers’

GE employed 
approx. 1000 
workers, including 
skilled engineers 
and recruited 
labour from UK

1893 to 1927
Street car network 
existed to assist GE 
workers commute

Streetcar network 
also leads to 
expansion of city to 
the South and the 
West

1964 - Trent 
University opens

Continued regional 
growth as a 
manufacturing hub

1950s - Reid and 
Rubidge switch to 
one way streets

1980s - Period of 
degrowth and 
suburbanization 
due to loss of many 
manufacturing jobs

1988 to 1991 
Multiple closures 
and layoffs

1995 - Regional 
unemployment hits 
20%

1991 - City 
Roundtable leads 
to founding of 
GreenUp

1997 - Wednesday 
night farmers 
market begins

2002 + 2004 
Downtown flooding 
leads to Bethune 
Street 
redevelopment and 
Flood Action Plan 
in 2006

2000s - Influx of 
seniors moving from 
more affluent cities

Growth of institutional 
employment including
Trent, Fleming, Ministry
of Natural Resources  
& Peterborough 
Health Centre

2005  - King 
Edward School 
closes

2006 - Formation 
of B!ke, community 
cycling hub

2008 - YMCA 
opens

2011 - Closure of 
Peterborough 
Collegiate 
Vocational School

1904 - Opening of 
Peterborough Lift 
Lock on the 
Trent-Severn 
Waterway

Growth of economy 
centred around 
creative and food 
industries

 

2000s Changes in 
City Commercial Policy 
Strengthen the role of 
downtown as a retail, 
service, government & 
cultural activity hub

2012 - Installation of 
community garden

2013 - Formation of 
neighbourhood 
association 

Historical context
This timeline, created collectively by the local partners of this 
project, tracks the history of the neighbourhood as it relates to 
larger regional trends. 

The story began in the 1700’s as an Anishinaabe settlement, 
making use of the access to the lake and river. From there we 
can follow the later development first as an area rich in lumber 
and later as a manufacturing hub. The ‘golden’ manufacturing 
era lasted about 60 years with General Electric as one of the 
primary employers in the area. Much of the housing stock in this 

neighbourhood was built for workers or executives of these plants. 
By the 1980’s the neighbourhood showed signs of degrowth 
and population loss due to both the loss of manufacturing jobs 
and due to trends towards suburbanization.

In the last decade, the neighbourhood has seen a more 
grassroots type of revitalization with the growth of community 
organizations and a successful farmers’ market. Changes in 
commercial policy in the downtown area have also led to a 
regrowth of independent businesses--all of which contribute to 
a more walkable and vibrant community.


