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FACILITATION GUIDE: 
INFRASTRUCTURE AUDITS

PARTICIPATORY WALKING AUDIT OF ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION 
INFRASTRUCTURE

Activity Type: Understand

Participant Audience: Residents, Organizational Partners, Decision-Makers

Objectives 

Sidewalk and street audits are a simple way to identify deficiencies in the built environment for cycling and walking 
safety. This is a more structured walk-about activity, and it results in site-specific data on active transportation 
infrastructure from a lived-experience perspective.
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Using the Tool

Materials needed

1.	 Printed basemaps. To create your own basemaps, refer to ‘How to Create a Basemap’ guide on 
participatoryplanning.ca.

2.	 Audit legend (see Sample Materials section) 

3.	 Clipboards

4.	 Pens

Facilitation Process

1.	 Provide participants with basemaps and audit legends. Describe the meanings of the legend symbols 
as a group.

2.	 Split up the group into teams of 2-3, and determine which blocks each group will cover.

3.	 Participants will walk their blocks and record the presence or absence of active transportation 
infrastructure on their base maps. Participants may also record details or notes along their route. 

4.	 Reconvene at the initial meeting point, and collect all basemaps.

5.	 Compile results into one map of the full neighbourhood (see Sample Materials).

INFRASTRUCTURE AUDITS

« »Tip:  Keep the size of the focus area manageable, so that 
participants aren’t rushed in their observations.

« »Tip: Divide into smaller groups to focus on different streets/key 
neighbourhood nodes.

https://participatoryplanning.ca/
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Sample Materials

1.	 Audit sheet and basemap (via TCAT)

INFRASTRUCTURE AUDITS
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INFRASTRUCTURE AUDITS

2.	 Street audit done at a community in Peterborough (via TCAT and GreenUP)

This resource was made possible through a financial contribution from the Public Health Agency of Canada. The ideas expressed here do not necessarily 
represent those of the Public Health Agency of Canada. 


